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Inspired by a 1988 trip to El Salvador, Michael J. Perry's new book is a personal and scholarly exploration of
the idea of human rights. Perry is one of our nation's leading authorities on the relation of morality, including
religious morality, to politics and law. He seeks, in this book, to disentangle the complex idea of human
rights by way of four probing and interrelated essays.

* The initial essay, which is animated by Perry's skepticism about the capacity of any secular morality to
offer a coherent account of the idea of human rights, suggests that the first part of the idea of human rights--
the premise that every human being is "sacred" or "inviolable"--is inescapably religious.

* Responding to recent criticism of "rights talk", Perry explicates, in his second essay, the meaning and value
of talk about human rights.

* In his third essay, Perry asks a fundamental question about human rights: Are they universal? In addressing
this question, he disaggregates and criticizes several different varieties of "moral relativism" and then
considers the implications of these different relativist positions for claims about human rights.

* Perry turns to another fundamental question about human rights in his final essay: Are they absolute? He
concludes that even if no human rights, understood as moral rights, are absolute or unconditional, some
human rights, understood as international legal rights, are--and indeed, should be--absolute.

In the introduction, Perry writes: "Of all the influential--indeed, formative--moral ideas to take center stage
in the twentieth century, like democracy and socialism, the idea of human rights (which, again, in one form
or another, is an old idea) is, for many, the most difficult. It is the most difficult in the sense that it is, for
many, the hardest of the great moral ideas to integrate, the hardest to square, with the reigning intellectual
assumptions of the age, especially what Bernard Williams has called 'Nietzsche's thought': 'There is not only
no God, but no metaphysical order of any kind....' For those who accept 'Nietzsche's thought', can the idea of
human rights possibly be more than a kind of aesthetic preference? In a culture in which it was widely
believed that there is no God or metaphysical order of any kind, on what basis, if any, could the idea of
human rights long survive?"

The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries will appeal to students of many disciplines, including (but not
limited to) law, philosophy, religion, and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries book is readable by
simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
associated with The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries content conveys thinking easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So ,
do you still thinking The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Shirley Glover:

This The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Idea of
Human Rights: Four Inquiries giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Janet Smith:

You may get this The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Katherine Wilcoxon:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Idea of Human Rights:
Four Inquiries. You can more inviting than now.
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