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An elegant, vibrant, startling coming-of-age novel, for anyone who's ever felt the shame of being alive

Kenya Curtis is only eight years old, but she knows that she's different, even if she can't put her finger on
how or why. It's not because she's black—most of the other students in the fourth-grade class at her West
Philadelphia elementary school are too. Maybe it's because she celebrates Kwanzaa, or because she's
forbidden from reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. Maybe it's because she calls her father—a housepainter-
slash-philosopher—"Baba" instead of "Daddy," or because her parents' friends gather to pour out libations
"from the Creator, for the Martyrs" and discuss "the community."
Kenya does know that it's connected to what her Baba calls "the shame of being alive"—a shame that only
grows deeper and more complex over the course of Asali Solomon's long-awaited debut novel. Disgruntled,
effortlessly funny and achingly poignant, follows Kenya from West Philadelphia to the suburbs, from public
school to private, from childhood through adolescence, as she grows increasingly disgruntled by her inability
to find any place or thing or person that feels like home.
A coming-of-age tale, a portrait of Philadelphia in the late eighties and early nineties, an examination of the
impossible double-binds of race, Disgruntled is a novel about the desire to rise above the limitations of the
narratives we're given and the painful struggle to craft fresh ones we can call our own.
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From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Disgruntled: A Novel as your daily resource information.

William Riser:

Often the book Disgruntled: A Novel has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

John Kuykendall:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be examine. Disgruntled: A Novel can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra
time problems.

Heather Robertson:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Disgruntled: A Novel we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Disgruntled: A Novel. You can more
pleasing than now.
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