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Universally recognized as one of the greatest blues artists, Memphis Minnie (1897–1973) wrote and recorded
hundreds of songs. Blues people as diverse as Muddy Waters, Johnny Shines, Big Mama Thornton, and
Chuck Berry have acknowledged her as a major influence. At a time when most female vocalists sang Tin
Pan Alley material, Minnie wrote her own lyrics and accompanied her singing with virtuoso guitar playing.
Thanks to her merciless imagination and dark humor, her songs rank among the most vigorous and
challenging popular poetry in any language.

Woman with Guitar is the first full-length study of the life and work of this extraordinary free spirit, focusing
on the lively interplay between Minnie's evolving artistry and the African American community in which she
lived and worked. Drawing on folklore, psychoanalysis, critical theory, women's studies, and surrealism, the
authors' explorations of Minnie's songs illuminate the poetics of popular culture as well as the largely hidden
history of working-class women's self-emancipation.

This revised and expanded edition includes a wealth of new biographical material, including photographs,
record contracts, sheet music, and period advertisements, which further vivify this portrait of an African
American musical legend. Complete, updated discography included.

"Woman with Guitar is a fascinating, thorough and extremely valuable biography of one of American
musical history's most vibrant and pioneering artists. As the first woman singer/songwriter/ guitarist to ever
reach stardom, the story of her life in music, on and off the stage, during one of the most important and
formative periods of the origins of popular music, is an indelible, crucial window into that history."—Bonnie
Raitt

"Woman with Guitar has been, since it was first published in 1992 and now with this new revised and
extended edition, still the only real definitive biography of Memphis Minnie, the most important female
singer, songwriter and guitarist in the history of Delta blues."—Lucinda Williams

"As a most ardent and devoted lifelong fan of Memphis Minnie and her music, I avidly devoured the original
Woman with Guitar when it first came out in 1992. Now I am excited to be reading this new edition, and so
grateful for it's additional rare photos and carefully researched details, which shed even more light on this
seminal, iconic, almost mythical musical pioneer, who was way ahead of her time, and whose soulful music
and life so deeply inspired and influenced so many! A must read — whether you are already a Memphis
Minnie fan, or just discovering her for the first time!" — Maria Muldaur

"An excellent book."—Bill Wyman

"Woman with Guitar is not simply a carefully researched biography of Memphis Minnie, complied from the
memories of her relatives, friends, and fellow performers; it is a vivid portrait of a talented singer and
guitarist . . . The authors have added a new dimension to blues scholarship."—Paul Oliver, author of Blues
Off the Record

"Woman with Guitar is a delight. The book is both thorough and brilliant, a rare combination these days. . . .



A fanatic interest in Minnie underpins and energizes this wonderful biography."—David Roediger, author of
The Wages of Whiteness

Paul Garon is a co-founder of Living Blues magazine and author of The Devil's Son-in-Law and Blues and
the Poetic Spirit. Beth Garon is a painter and collagist. The Garons operate a rare-book business in Chicago,
Illinois, and have been associated with the US surrealist movement for many years.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Alexander Snider:

This Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues can be on
the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues giving you an enormous of experience like rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Martha Robertson:

The book Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues will bring you to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this
book very suited to you. The book Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's Blues is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Anthony Carter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal
with may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Woman with Guitar: Memphis Minnie's
Blues why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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