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  Huckleberry Finn dressing as a girl is a famously comic scene in Mark Twain’s novel but hardly out of
character—for the author, that is. Twain “troubled gender” in much of his otherwise traditional fiction,
depicting children whose sexual identities are switched at birth, tomboys, same-sex married couples, and
even a male French painter who impersonates his own fictive sister and becomes engaged to another man.

            This book explores Mark Twain’s extensive use of cross-dressing across his career by exposing the
substantial cast of characters who masqueraded as members of the opposite sex or who otherwise defied
gender expectations. Linda Morris grounds her study in an understanding of the era’s theatrical cross-
dressing and changing mores and even events in the Clemens household. She examines and interprets
Twain’s exploration of characters who transgress gendered conventions while tracing the degree to which
themes of gender disruption interact with other themes, such as his critique of race, his concern with death in
his classic “boys’ books,” and his career-long preoccupation with twins and twinning.

Approaching familiar texts in surprising new ways, Morris reexamines the relationship between Huck and
Jim; discusses racial and gender crossing in Pudd’nhead Wilson; and sheds new light on Twain’s difficulty
in depicting the most famous cross-dresser in history, Joan of Arc. She also considers a number of his later
“transvestite tales” that feature transgressive figures such as Hellfire Hotchkiss, who is hampered by her
“misplaced sex.”

            Morris challenges views of Twain that see his work as reinforcing traditional notions of gender along
sharply divided lines. She shows that Twain depicts cross-dressing sometimes as comic or absurd, other
times as darkly tragic—but that even at his most playful, he contests traditional Victorian notions about the
fixity of gender roles.

            Analyzing such characteristics of Twain’s fiction as his fascination with details of clothing and the
ever-present element of play, Morris shows us his understanding that gender, like race, is a social
construction—and above all a performance. Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-Dressing and Transgression
broadens our understanding of the writer as it lends rich insight into his works.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Medina:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-dressing and Transgression
(Mark Twain and His Circle Series).

Debra Sudduth:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-dressing and
Transgression (Mark Twain and His Circle Series) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suited book with you?

Ralph Capra:

Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-dressing and Transgression (Mark Twain and His Circle Series) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-dressing and Transgression (Mark Twain and His
Circle Series) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial contemplating.

Lorraine Joyner:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-
dressing and Transgression (Mark Twain and His Circle Series) guide written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question Gender Play in Mark Twain: Cross-dressing and Transgression (Mark Twain
and His Circle Series) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this



kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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