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While the issues of substance use and abuse have been addressed from a variety of perspectives and
approaches, the fundamental social issues have not been covered in any systematic way. This book
represents the first academic effort to apply major sociological theories to the field of substance use and
abuse in order to provide readers with a solid knowledge base from which they may develop more informed
ideas about prevention, intervention, treatment, law enforcement, and social reactions to this ubiquitous
social problem. Using a systematic framework, Shaw reviews the existing literature, explains key concepts,
addresses fundamental issues, and discusses the policy implications for public health, social control,
community, and work. This comprehensive sociological treatment of substance use and abuse is essential
reading for educators in public policy, sociology, criminology, and deviance.

Applying the major sociological theories of anomie, career, conflict, functionalist, rational choice, social
control, social disorganization, social learning, social reaction, and subculture perspectives, Shaw provides
an important overview of the issues involved with substance use and abuse. By utilizing such an approach,
he demonstrates that public views, governmental policies, intervention strategies, and prevention
programming can be informed by the different sociological theories. This unique consideration and analysis
illustrates that no single view on substance use and abuse is absolute or sacred. Therefore, considering the
issues from a variety of sociological perspectives will bring greater understanding to a pervasive social
problem that continues to plague American society.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Dumas:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives. Try
to face the book Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives as your friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gale Taylor:

The book Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Substance Use and
Abuse: Sociological Perspectives to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a reserve Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
e-book?

James Jones:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Substance Use
and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives, you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Donald Murray:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Substance Use and Abuse: Sociological Perspectives,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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