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“Ourvan offers a succinct but illuminating overview of Zen, Tibetan, and Soka Gakkai
Buddhism."—Publishers Weekly

Approximately four million Americans claim to be Buddhist. Moreover, hundreds of thousands of
Americans of various faiths read about Buddhism, are interested in its philosophical tenets, or fashionably
view themselves as Buddhists. They’re part of what’s been described as the fastest-growing religious
movement in America: a large group of people dissatisfied with traditional religious offerings and thirsty for
an approach to spirituality grounded in logic and consistent with scientific knowledge. The Star-Spangled
Buddhist is a provocative look at these American Buddhists through their three largest movements in the
United States: the Soka Gakkai International, Tibetan/Vajrayana Buddhism, and Zen Buddhism.

The practice of each of these American schools, unlike most traditional Asian Buddhist sects, is grounded in
the notion that all people are capable of attaining enlightenment in “this lifetime.” But the differences are
also profound: the spectrum of philosophical expression among these American Buddhist schools is as varied
as that observed between Reformed, Orthodox, and Hasidic Judaism.

The Star-Spangled Buddhist isn’t written from the perspective of a monk or academic but rather from the
view of author Jeff Ourvan, a lifelong-practicing lay Buddhist. As Ourvan explores the American Buddhist
movement through its most popular schools, he arrives at a clearer understanding for himself and the reader
about what it means to be—and how one might choose to be—a Buddhist in America.
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From reader reviews:

George Seal:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Star Spangled Buddhist: Zen, Tibetan, and Soka
Gakkai Buddhism and the Quest for Enlightenment in America. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Star Spangled Buddhist: Zen,
Tibetan, and Soka Gakkai Buddhism and the Quest for Enlightenment in America. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Dominique Rigney:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Star Spangled Buddhist: Zen, Tibetan, and Soka Gakkai Buddhism
and the Quest for Enlightenment in America as your daily resource information.

Gregory McKinney:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
e-book. The book The Star Spangled Buddhist: Zen, Tibetan, and Soka Gakkai Buddhism and the Quest for
Enlightenment in America it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book provides high quality.

Robert Poulin:

This The Star Spangled Buddhist: Zen, Tibetan, and Soka Gakkai Buddhism and the Quest for
Enlightenment in America is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Star Spangled Buddhist: Zen, Tibetan, and Soka



Gakkai Buddhism and the Quest for Enlightenment in America can be the light food for you because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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