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The South was no stranger to world’s fairs prior to the end of the nineteenth century. Atlanta first hosted a
fair in the 1880s, as did New Orleans and Louisville, but after the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition in
Chicago drew comparisons to the great exhibitions of Victorian-era England, Atlanta’s leaders planned to
host another grand exposition that would not only confirm Atlanta as an economic hub the equal of Chicago
and New York, but usher the South into the nation’s industrial and political mainstream. Nashville and
Charleston quickly followed suit with their own exhibitions.

In the 1890s, the perception of the South was inextricably tied to race, and more specifically racial strife.
Leaders in Atlanta, Nashville, and Charleston all sought ways to distance themselves from traditional
impressions about their respective cities, which more often than not conjured images of poverty and treason
in Americans barely a generation removed from the Civil War. Local business leaders used large-scale
expositions to lessen this stigma while simultaneously promoting culture, industry, and economic 
advancement. Atlanta’s Cotton States and International Exposition presented the city as a burgeoning
economic center and used a keynote speech by Booker T. Washington to gain control of the national debate
on race relations. Nashville’s Tennessee Centennial and International Exposition chose to promote culture
over mainstream success and marketed Nashville as a “Centennial City” replete with neoclassical
architecture, drawing on its reputation as “the Athens of the south.” Charleston’s South Carolina Inter-State
and West Indian Exposition followed in the footsteps of Atlanta’s exposition. Its new class of progressive
leaders saw the need to reestablish the city as a major port of commerce and designed the fair around a
Caribbean theme that emphasized trade and the corresponding economics that would raise Charleston from a
cotton exporter to an international port of interest.

Bruce G. Harvey studies each exposition beginning at the local and individual level of organization and
moving upward to explore a broader regional context. He argues that southern urban leaders not only sought
to revive their cities but also to reinvigorate the South in response to northern prosperity. Local businessmen
struggled to manage all the elements that came with hosting a world’s fair, including raising funds, designing
the fairs’ architectural elements, drafting overall plans, soliciting exhibits, and gaining the backing
of political leaders. However, these businessmen had defined expectations for their expositions not only in
terms of economic and local growth but also considering what an international exposition had come to
represent to the community and the region in which they were hosted. Harvey juxtaposes local and regional
aspects of world’s fair in the South and shows that nineteenth-century expositions had grown into American
institutions in their own right.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Brown:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love World’s Fairs in a Southern Accent:
Atlanta, Nashville, and Charleston, 1895–1902, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain
it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Frank Wimmer:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This World’s Fairs in a Southern Accent:
Atlanta, Nashville, and Charleston, 1895–1902 is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

William Sinclair:

You can get this World’s Fairs in a Southern Accent: Atlanta, Nashville, and Charleston, 1895–1902 by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.

Clara Williams:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book World’s Fairs in a Southern Accent: Atlanta, Nashville, and Charleston, 1895–1902 we
can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a
book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
at this book World’s Fairs in a Southern Accent: Atlanta, Nashville, and Charleston, 1895–1902. You can
more inviting than now.
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