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In Listening Subjects, David Schwarz uses psychoanalytic techniques to probe the visceral experiences of
music listeners. Using classical, popular, and avant-garde music as texts, Schwarz addresses intriguing
questions: why do bodies develop goose bumps when listening to music and why does music sound so good
when heard "all around?" By concentrating on music as cultural artifact, Listening Subjects shows how the
historical conditions under which music is created affect the listening experience.
Schwarz applies the ideas of post-Lacanian psychoanalytic theorists Slavoj Zizek, Julia Kristeva, and Kaja
Silverman to an analysis of diverse works. In a discussion of John Adams’s opera Nixon in China, he
presents music listening as a fantasy of being enclosed in a second skin of enveloping sound. He looks at the
song cycles of Franz Schubert as an examination and expression of epistemological doubts at the advent of
modernism, and traverses fantasy "space" in his exploration of the white noise at the end of the Beatles’ "I
Want You (She’s So Heavy)." Schwarz also considers the psychosexual undercurrent in Peter Gabriel’s
"Intruder" and the textual and ideological structures of German Oi Musik. Concluding with a reading of two
compositions by Diamanda Galás, he reveals how some performances can simultaneously produce terror and
awe, abjection and rage, pleasure and displeasure. This multilayered study transcends other interventions in
the field of musicology, particularly in its groundbreaking application of literary theory to popular and
classical music.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture
as your daily resource information.

Elvira Eberhardt:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Listening Subjects: Music,
Psychoanalysis, Culture that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture
become your own starter.

Christine Scott:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Elizabeth Rogers:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
Listening Subjects: Music, Psychoanalysis, Culture we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Listening Subjects: Music,
Psychoanalysis, Culture. You can more pleasing than now.
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