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Statesmen, generals, and diplomats have long debated the military utility and morality of chemical warfare.
In 1925, the use of chemical weapons in war was prohibited by international treaty; in 1997 the ban on the
use of chemical weapons was extended to cover their development, production, and stockpiling.
Nevertheless, Iraq employed chemical weapons on a large scale as recently as the 1980s, first during its
eight-year war with Iran and then against its rebellious Kurdish minority.

In War of Nerves, Jonathan Tucker, a leading expert on chemical and biological weapons, writes about
chemical warfare from World War I to the present.

The author makes clear how, at the turn of the twentieth century, the large-scale use of toxic chemicals on
the battlefield became feasible and cheap; how Germany first developed and employed toxic weapons during
World War I, burying some 6,000 cylinders (containing 168 tons of chlorine) opposite the Allied trenches
defending the town of Ypres, in Belgium. German troops simultaneously opened the chlorine cylinders,
panicking two French divisions and tearing a gap four miles wide in the Ypres front.

Chemical warfare had begun: five months later, the Allies retaliated with their own use of chlorine gas. By
the end of the war, chemical warfare had inflicted roughly one million casualties, 90,000 of them fatal.

Tucker writes about the synthesis of the first nerve agent—Tabun—in 1936 by a German industrial chemist
developing new pesticides how its high toxicity made it unusable as a pesticide but viable as a weapon for
the Nazi regime. A few years later, two even more toxic nerve agents—Sarin and Soman—were developed
for military use. Hitler never employed this secret weapon; German intelligence
concluded—incorrectly—that the Allies had developed a similar capability.

Following World War II, we see the rise of a Cold War chemical competition between the United States and
the Soviet Union that paralleled the nuclear arms race, as each pursued the secrets of the German nerve
agents; how the United States and Britain planned to mass-produce Sarin (only the United States did); how
the superpowers developed and mass-produced V-agents, a new generation of nerve agents of extraordinary
potency; and how nerve agents spread to the Third World, including their suspected use by Egypt during the
Yemen Civil War (1963—1967), as well as Iraq’s use of nerve agents in its war against Iran and on its own
people. Iraq’s use of nerve agents hastened the negotiation of an international treaty banning the use of
chemical weapons, which went into effect in 1997. Although the treaty now has more than 175 member-
states, al-Qaeda and related terrorist groups are seeking to acquire nerve agents.

In this important and revelatory book, Jonathan Tucker makes clear that we are at a crossroads that could
lead either to the further spread of these weapons or to their ultimate abolition.
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From reader reviews:

Warner Samuels:

The actual book War of Nerves: Chemical Warfare from World War I to al-Qaeda will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book War of Nerves: Chemical Warfare
from World War I to al-Qaeda is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gary Farrell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this War of Nerves: Chemical Warfare
from World War I to al-Qaeda publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question War of
Nerves: Chemical Warfare from World War I to al-Qaeda as good book but not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Joshua Cameron:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is War of Nerves: Chemical Warfare from World War I to al-Qaeda this publication
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Rachel Wessels:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of War of Nerves: Chemical Warfare from World War
I to al-Qaeda can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have War of Nerves:
Chemical Warfare from World War I to al-Qaeda.
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