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Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966) was an influential Egyptian ideologue who established the theoretical basis for
radical Islamism in the postcolonial Sunni Muslim world. Lacking a pure understanding of the leader's life
and work, the popular media has conflated Qutb's moral purpose with the aims of Osama bin Laden and al-
Qaeda. He is often portrayed as a terrorist, Islamo-Fascist, and advocate of murder. An expert on social
protest and political resistance, John Calvert rescues Qutb from misrepresentation and follows the evolution
of his thought within the context of his time.

Calvert recounts Qutb's life from the small village in which he was raised to his execution at the behest of
Abd al-Nasser's regime. His study remains sensitive to the cultural, political, social, and economic
circumstances that shaped Qutb's thought, including major developments that composed one of the most
eventful periods in Egyptian history. These years witnessed the full flush of Britain's tutelary regime, the
advent of Egyptian nationalism, and the political hegemony of the Free Officers. Qutb rubbed shoulders with
Taha Husayn, Naguib Mahfouz, and Abd al-Nasser himself, though his Islamism originally had little to do
with religion. Only in response to his harrowing experience in prison did Qutb come to regard Islam and kufr
(infidelity) as oppositional, antithetical, and therefore mutually exclusive. Calvert shows how Qutb
repackaged and reformulated the Islamic heritage to challenge authority, including those who claimed
(falsely, Qutb believed) to be Muslim.
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From reader reviews:

John Champlin:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Sayyid Qutb and the
Origins of Radical Islamism. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Ella McCoy:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism ended
up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The publication Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book
Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Edwin Bernal:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism can be your answer given it can be read by
a person who have those short extra time problems.

Kevin Vickers:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Sayyid Qutb and the Origins of Radical Islamism this reserve consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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