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The Roman cult of Mithras was the most widely-dispersed and densely-distributed cult throughout the
expanse of the Roman Empire from the end of the first until the fourth century Ad, rivaling the early growth
and development of Christianity during the same period. As its membership was largely drawn from the
ranks of the military, its spread, but not its popularity is attributable largely to military deployments and re-
deployments. Although mithraists left behind no written archival evidence, there is an abundance of
iconographic finds. The only characteristic common to all Mithraic temples were the fundamental
architecture of their design, and the cult image of Mithras slaying a bull. How were these two features so
faithfully transmitted through the Empire by a non-centralized, non-hierarchical religious movement? The
Minds of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras addresses these
questions as well as the relationship of Mithraism to Christianity, explanations of the significance of the
tauroctony and of the rituals enacted in the mithraea, and explanations for the spread of Mithraism (and for
its resistance in a few places).

The unifying theme throughout is an investigation of the 'mind' of those engaged in the cult practices of this
widespread ancient religion. These investigations represent traditional historical methods as well as more
recent studies employing the insights of the cognitive sciences, demonstrating that cognitive historiography
is a valuable methodological tool.
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From reader reviews:

James Boyett:

The book The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras (Scientific
Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of
Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Janelle Garrity:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras (Scientific Studies of
Religion: Inquiry and Explanation).

Walter Son:

The publication with title The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of
Mithras (Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) includes a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gregory Kile:

Beside this kind of The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras
(Scientific Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The Mind of Mithraists: Historical and Cognitive Studies in the Roman Cult of Mithras (Scientific
Studies of Religion: Inquiry and Explanation) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
at times have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring



beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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