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What is unique and essential about theater? What separates it from other arts? Do we need "theater" in some
fundamental way? The art of theater, as Paul Woodruff says in this elegant and unique book, is as necessary -
and as powerful - as language itself. Defining theater broadly, including sporting events and social rituals, he
treats traditional theater as only one possibility in an art that - at its most powerful - can change lives and (as
some peoples believe) bring a divine presence to earth.
The Necessity of Theater analyzes the unique power of theater by separating it into the twin arts of watching
and being watched, practiced together in harmony by watchers and the watched. Whereas performers
practice the art of being watched - making their actions worth watching, and paying attention to action,
choice, plot, character, mimesis, and the sacredness of performance space - audiences practice the art of
watching: paying close attention. A good audience is emotionally engaged as spectators; their engagement
takes a form of empathy that can lead to a special kind of human wisdom. As Plato implied, theater cannot
teach us transcendent truths, but it can teach us about ourselves.
Characteristically thoughtful, probing, and original, Paul Woodruff makes the case for theater as a unique
form of expression connected to our most human instincts. The Necessity of Theater should appeal to anyone
seriously interested or involved in theater or performance more broadly.
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From reader reviews:

William Barnett:

Exactly why? Because this The Necessity of Theater: The Art of Watching and Being Watched is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Fanny Rutledge:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Necessity of Theater: The Art of Watching and Being Watched your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The The Necessity of Theater: The Art of Watching and Being Watched
giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for
your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Susan Bannister:

This The Necessity of Theater: The Art of Watching and Being Watched is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
The Necessity of Theater: The Art of Watching and Being Watched in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt which?

Joseph Lafond:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can



have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Necessity of Theater: The Art
of Watching and Being Watched which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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