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Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America, Christopher Darnton's comparative study of the
nature of conflict between Latin American states during the Cold War, provides a counterintuitive and
shrewd explanation of why diplomacy does or doesn't work. Specifically, he develops a theory that shows
how the "parochial interests" of state bureaucracies can overwhelm national leaders' foreign policy initiatives
and complicate regional alliances. His thorough evaluation of several twentieth-century Latin American
conflicts covers the gamut of diplomatic disputes from border clashes to economic provocations to regional
power struggles. Darnton examines the domestic political and economic conditions that contribute either to
rivalry (continued conflict) or rapprochement (diplomatic reconciliation) while assessing the impact of U.S.
foreign policy. Detailed case studies provide not only a robust test of the theory but also a fascinating tour of
Latin American history and Cold War politics, including a multilayered examination of Argentine-Brazilian
strategic competition and presidential summits over four decades; three rivalries in Central America
following Cuba's 1959 revolution; and how the 1980s debt crisis entangled the diplomatic affairs of several
Andean countries. These questions about international rivalry and rapprochement are of particular interest to
security studies and international relations scholars, as they seek to understand what defuses regional
conflicts, creates stronger incentives for improving diplomatic ties between states, and builds effective
alliances. The analysis also bears fruit for contemporary studies of counterterrorism in its critique of parallels
between the Cold War and the Global War on Terror, its examination of failed rapprochement efforts
between Algeria and Morocco, and its assessment of obstacles to U.S. coalition-building efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin
America. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Michelle Jennings:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Rivalry and Alliance
Politics in Cold War Latin America book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Johnny Hoffman:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.

Valentin Gonzalez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Rivalry and Alliance Politics in Cold War Latin America when you required it?
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