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For centuries sailing vessels crept along the coastline, ready to flee ashore in case of danger or trouble; this
worked well until weather or poor sailing drove these ships against an unforgiving coast. Saviors and salvors
(often the same people) struggled to rescue both humans and cargo, often with results as tragic for them as
for the sailors and passengers.
 
Joseph Francis (b. Boston, Massachusetts, 1801) was an inventor who also had the ability to organize a
business to produce his inventions and the salesmanship to sell his products. His metal lifeboats, first used in
survey expeditions in Asia Minor and Central America, came into demand among the world’s merchant
marine, the U.S. Navy, and the U.S. Revenue Service. His corrugated “life car” was the keystone to
development of the U.S. Life-Saving Service. Francis’s metal bateaux and lifeboats played an important role
in the Third Seminole War in Florida. His metal pontoon army wagons served in the trans-Mississippi
campaigns against the Indians.
 
In Europe, he was acclaimed as a genius and sold patent rights to shipyards in Liverpool and the Woolwich
Arsenal in England, Le Havre seaport in France, in the free city of Hamburg, and in the Russian Empire. But
while Francis was busy in Europe, Captain Douglass Ottinger, U.S. Revenue Marine Service, claimed to be
the inventor of Francis’s life car and obtained support in the U.S. Congress and the Patent Office for his
claim. Francis had to battle for decades to prove his rights, and Americans remained generally unfamiliar
with his devices, thereby condemning Civil War armies to inferior copies while Europe was using, and
acclaiming, his inventions.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Gross:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the
Imposter, and the Business of Lifesaving ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Metal Life Car: The
Inventor, the Imposter, and the Business of Lifesaving is not only giving you much more new information
but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter, and the
Business of Lifesaving. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Margaret Watkins:

Here thing why this specific The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter, and the Business of Lifesaving
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter,
and the Business of Lifesaving giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no reserve that similar with The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter, and the
Business of Lifesaving. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter, and the Business
of Lifesaving in e-book can be your substitute.

Mary Kerr:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter,
and the Business of Lifesaving can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Derick Heinz:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter, and
the Business of Lifesaving or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly



great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes The Metal Life Car: The Inventor, the Imposter, and the Business of Lifesaving to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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