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In modern Japan, beriberi (or thiamin deficiency) became a public health problem that cut across all social
boundaries, afflicting even the Meiji Emperor. During an age of empire building for the Japanese nation,
incidence rates in the military ranged from 30 percent in peacetime to 90 percent during war. Doctors and
public health officials called beriberi a "national disease" because it festered within the bodies of the people
and threatened the health of the empire. Nevertheless, they could not agree over what caused the disease,
attributing it to a diet deficiency or a microbe. In Beriberi in Modern Japan, Alexander R. Bay examines the
debates over the etiology of this "national disease" during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Etiological consensus came after World War I, but the struggle at the national level to direct beriberi
prevention continued, peaking during wartime mobilization. War served as the context within which
scientific knowledge of beriberi and its prevention was made. The story of beriberi research is not simply
about the march toward the inevitable discovery of "the beriberi vitamin," but rather the history of the role of
medicine in state-making and empire-building in modern Japan. Alexander Bay is assistant professor of
history at Chapman University.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Dean:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Beriberi in Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in Medical History) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The Beriberi in Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in Medical History)
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Claudia Weidner:

Beriberi in Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in Medical History) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Beriberi in
Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in Medical History) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Doris Cobb:

Beside this kind of Beriberi in Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in Medical History) in your phone, it can
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Beriberi in Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in Medical History) because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along
with read it from at this point!

Ricardo Huddle:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually Beriberi in Modern Japan (Rochester Studies in
Medical History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning



into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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