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On the sides of buildings, on bridges, billboards, mailboxes, and street signs, and especially in the subway
and train tunnels, graffiti covers much of New York City. Love it or hate it, graffiti, from the humble tag to
the intricate piece (short for masterpiece), is an undeniable part of the cityscape.

In Graffiti Lives, Gregory J. Snyder offers a fascinating and rare look into this world of contemporary graffiti
culture. A world in which kids, often, shoplift for spray paint, scale impossibly high places to find a great
spot to “get up,” run from the police, journey into underground train tunnels, fight over turf, and spend
countless hours perfecting their style. Over the ten years Snyder studied this culture he even created a few
works himself (under the moniker “GWIZ”), found himself serving as a lookout for other artists engaged in
this illegal activity, spent time in the train tunnels in search of new work, created a blackbook for writers to
tag, and took countless photographs to document this world—over sixty included in the book.

A combination of amazing “flicks” and exhilarating prose, Graffiti Lives is ultimately an exploration into
how graffiti writers define themselves. Snyder details that writers are not bound together by appearance or
language or birthplace or class but by what they do. And what they do is reach for fame, painting their names
as prominently as they can. What’s more, he discovers that, though many public officials think graffiti
writing will only lead to other criminal activity, many graffiti writers have turned their youthful exploits into
adult careers—from professional aerosol muralists and fine artists to designers of all kinds, employed in such
fields as tattooing, studio art, magazine production, fashion, and guerilla marketing. In fact, some of the
artists featured have gone on to international acclaim and to their own gallery shows. Snyder’s illuminating
work shows that getting up tags, throw-ups, and pieces on New York City’s walls and subway tunnels can
lead to getting out into the city’s competitive professional world. Graffiti Lives details the exciting, risky, and
surprisingly rewarding pursuits of contemporary graffiti writers.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled
Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology)? Maybe it is
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Donna Barragan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Graffiti Lives: Beyond the
Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) that give your enjoyment preference will
be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Graffiti Lives: Beyond the
Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) become your personal starter.

Edward Florez:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New
York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jennifer Gallant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra
Graffiti Lives: Beyond the Tag in New York's Urban Underground (Alternative Criminology).
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