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This monograph presents the first comprehensive diachronic account of copular and passive verb
constructions in Old and Middle English. Peter Petré analyzes:

· The mysterious loss of the high-frequency verb weorðan 'become' as a casualty of changing word order in
narrative during Middle English.
· The merger of is 'is' and bið 'shall be, is generally' into a single suppletive verb, and how it is related to the
development of a general analytic future shall be.
· The co-occurrence of multiple changes that led to become and wax crossing a threshold of similarity with
existing copulas, from which they analogically adopted full productivity in one fell swoop.

In explaining each of these changes, Petré goes beyond the level of the verb and its complements, drawing
attention to analogical networks and the importance of a verb's embeddedness in clausal and textual
environments.

Using a radically usage-based approach, treating syntax as emerging from (changing) frequencies, Petré
draws attention to general principles of constructional change, including but not limited to
grammaticalization and lexicalization. He proposes novel parallelisms between linguistic and ecological
evolution. Going beyond the view of language change as propagating only in social interaction, Petré
explains how each individual's mental grammar can be seen as a dynamic ecosystem with hierarchical
environments (clausal niches, textual habitats). In this view, the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated
changes, itself resulting from cognitive economy principles, is arguably more decisive in lexical change than
is functional competition.
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From reader reviews:

Barbie Brookins:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and
Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English). You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book
Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English
(Oxford Studies in the History of English). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Mary Jones:

The book untitled Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and
Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) is the guide that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle
English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Mary Stock:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Constructions and Environments: Copular,
Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) e-
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Constructions and Environments: Copular,
Passive, and Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English) as
good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
assess book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Zachary Connors:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in



the top checklist in your reading list is usually Constructions and Environments: Copular, Passive, and
Related Constructions in Old and Middle English (Oxford Studies in the History of English). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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