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Emma Bell Miles (1879–1919) was a gifted writer, poet, naturalist, and artist with a keen perspective on
Appalachian life and culture. She and her husband Frank lived on Walden’s Ridge in southeast Tennessee,
where they struggled to raise a family in the difficult mountain environment. Between 1908 and 1918, Miles
kept a series of journals in which she recorded in beautiful and haunting prose the natural wonders and local
customs of Walden’s Ridge.

Jobs were scarce, however, and as the family’s financial situation deteriorated, Miles began to sell literary
works and paintings to make ends meet. Her short stories appeared in national magazines such as Harper’s
Monthly and Lippincott’s, and in 1905 she published Spirit of the Mountains, a nonfiction book about
southern Appalachia. After the death of her three-year-old son from scarlet fever in 1913, the journals took a
more somber turn as Miles documented the difficulties of mountain life, the plight of women in rural
communities, the effect of disparities of class and wealth, and her own struggle with tuberculosis.

Previously examined only by a handful of scholars, the journals contain both poignant and incisive accounts
of nature and a woman’s perspective on love and marriage, death customs, child-raising, medical care, and
subsistence on the land in southern Appalachia in the early twentieth century. With a foreword by Elizabeth
Engelhard, this edited selection of Emma Bell Miles’s journals is illustrated with examples of her painting.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

The book Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and
Gender in Appalachia) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the great thing like a book Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918
(Race, Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia)? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and
Gender in Appalachia) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Baker:

This Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in
Appalachia) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in
Appalachia) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people.
Beside that this Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and
Gender in Appalachia) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Nancy Ochoa:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell
Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Ella Norman:

This Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918 (Race, Ethnicity and Gender in
Appalachia) is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who



still having little digest in reading this Once I Too Had Wings: The Journals of Emma Bell Miles, 1908–1918
(Race, Ethnicity and Gender in Appalachia) can be the light food for you personally because the information
inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired
even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type
for your better life and knowledge.
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