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RABI’A OF BASRA: SELECTED POEMS Translation by Paul Smith RABI’A OF BASRA (717-801).
Throughout her life, her Love of God, poverty and self-denial did not waver. She did not possess much other
than a broken jug, a rush mat and a brick, which she used as a pillow. She spent nights in prayer and
contemplation, chiding herself if she slept because it took her away from her active Love of God. As her
fame grew she had many disciples. More interesting than her asceticism is the actual concept of Divine Love
that Rabi’a introduced. She was the first to introduce the idea that God should be loved for God’s own sake,
not out of fear -- as earlier Sufis had done. She taught that repentance was a gift from God as none could
repent unless God had already accepted him and given this gift of repentance. She had a high ideal,
worshipping God neither from fear of Hell nor from hope of Paradise, for she saw such self-interest as
unworthy of God’s servants; emotions like fear and hope were like veils. She is widely considered the most
important of the early Sufi poets. Here are most of the small number of poems that survive in the forms they
were composed, an introduction on her life and times, a chapter on Sufi poetry. 102 pages. COMMENTS ON
PAUL SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of ALL
the ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished.” Dr. Mir Mohammad
Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar
Shapurzman, translator of many mystical works in English into Persian and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by
heart. “Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and history concerning Hafiz.”
Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of over 80 books of Sufi
poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages… including Hafiz, Sadi, Nizami,
Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam, Rudaki,
Yunus Emre and many others, as well as poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s books and a dozen
screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

John McGinnis:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems. Try to face the book Rab'ia of
Basra: Selected Poems as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Yolanda Nitta:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems. All
type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jennifer Fountain:

Here thing why that Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Rab'ia of Basra:
Selected Poems in e-book can be your choice.

Ronald Ruggles:

Often the book Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems will bring that you the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Rab'ia of Basra: Selected Poems is much recommended to you to read. You can
also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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