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The literary complexity and the theological nuances of the Gospel of Mark did not spring from the
evangelist's pen at a single sitting. The evangelist we call "Mark" composed segments of our present gospel
for different situations, over an extended period of time, perhaps several decades, and that the present text
reflects the mature, spiritual reflection on the nature of discipleship. In this provocative book, Humphrey
challenges the traditional view that Mark was simply an editor drawing together different sources to put
together his gospel. In order to establish this thesis about the manner in which Mark was composed,
Humphrey first reviews the patristic witness to the gospel, pointing out the ambiguities and tensions between
them. He gives particular emphasis to Clement of Alexandria, who specifically indicates that Mark wrote
several different works. Following that chapter, Humphrey describes two major segments-really two
different compositions-of Mark. It is clear, he argues, that there was a narrative version of the "Q" tradition,
that collection of sayings that has been viewed as an oral tradition, as well as a "Passion Narrative" in Mark.
A third stage of the composition of Mark occurs when Q and the Passion Narrative are blended and an
emphasis upon discipleship is interwoven into the text. The deeper theological reflection reflected in this
third development yielded what Mark called the "mystery of the Kingdom of God" (4:11) and what Clement
of Alexandria calls Mark's "secret gospel." Humphrey focuses on distinguishing the narrative interests that
disclose the ultimate righteous teacher of God's Kingdom (Son of God), the suffering Christ, and the lessons
for discipleship. The gospel of Mark results not from an editor working on unattested documents but on the
ever-maturing theological reflection of "Mark." Humphrey's study has two purposes. If theology is the
process of bringing faith to expression, then that process is illustrated in the composition history of Mark's
gospel. Each stage of composition expresses an aspect of the early Christian faith response to God's having
raised Jesus from the dead. Second, this reconstruction of Mark's gospel serves to highlight the talent and
depth and personality of its author as well as to point out that the handling of traditions about Jesus in this
way provides a useful paradigm for the Church today.
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From reader reviews:

Keith McLeod:

This book untitled From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the Earliest Narrative Theology to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

Gail Tate:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love From Q to "Secret" Mark:
A Composition History of the Earliest Narrative Theology, you could enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Cora Blanchette:

From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the Earliest Narrative Theology can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in
writing From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the Earliest Narrative Theology nevertheless
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Marian Knight:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History
of the Earliest Narrative Theology was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book From Q to "Secret" Mark: A Composition History of the Earliest Narrative Theology has many kinds
or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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