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"Licentious or bigoted, noble or ignoble", wrote Nancy Mitford, "there has seldom been a dull Bourbon."
The story of the Bourbon kings encompasses the two most glorious and turbulent centuries in French history,
yet surprisingly, thisis till the only narrative account of the dynasty for the general reader. They emerge
from a shadowy line of medieval princesin 1589 to rule France for over 200 years, dominating Europe,
launching an endless series of wars, creators of the dazzling splendour of Versailles, survivors from the
holocaust at the French Revolution.

They begin with the dashing figure of Henri IV, with his courage, gaiety and sixty-four mistresses; they
include figures such as the Sun King Louis X1V and Louis XVI who ended under the guillotine; they close
with the little-known "Henri V" - expected to return and rule France in 1873 but whose refusal to abandon
the Lily banner of the Bourbons for the Tricolore finally lost the throne. Desmond Seward sets them in
historical perspective, each with his entourage of generas, cardinals and whores, wrestling Vith a haughty
aristocracy and financial crisis. Spiced with scandal ous contemporary gossip, hereis a splendidly readable
book.

"A blending of wide historical knowledge and vigorous independent judgement to make a lively, exciting but
dependabl e account for the general reader.”
Sunday Times

"Enormously entertaining ... an excellent read ... a cross between a package tour of the Bourbon dynasty and
a Guide Michelin to the favourites, mistresses and ministers of the French monarchy."
Spectator

"Seward's biographies of French kings are always charming and informative. This collection of anecdotes
about about the Bourbon kings of France, who reigned, with some interruptions, between 1589 and 1830, is
no exception ... aunigue attempt at portraying arace of kings who were responsible for both the heights and
the depths of the French kingdom ... Seward relies on contemporary accounts and memoirs as well as much
recent scholarship to reveal the Bourbonsin their glory and their despair."

Choice (USA)

"...strong on period atmosphere..."
Spectator
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From reader reviews:
Margaret Stanley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days aways try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this The Bourbon Kings of France.

Nancy Nault:

Often the book The Bourbon Kings of France has alot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after reading this article book.

Michael Sheridan:

This The Bourbon Kings of France is great e-book for you because the content which isfull of information
for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say ho rambling sentencesinside it. Soif you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Bourbon Kings of
France in your hand like having the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that.
S0, this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Brenda Nunez;

This The Bourbon Kings of France is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Bourbon Kings of France can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These
books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereis
absolutely no in reading a e-book especially thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you actually. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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