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In this first volume of his magisterial study of the foundations of Mormon thought and practice, Terryl L.
Givens offers a sweeping account of Mormon belief from its founding to the present day. Situating the
relatively new movement in the context of the Christian tradition, he reveals that Mormonism continues to
change and grow. Givens shows that despite Mormonism's origins in a biblical culture strongly influenced by
19th-century Restorationist thought, which advocated a return to the Christianity of the early Church, the
new movement diverges radically from the Christianity of the creeds.

Mormonism proposes its own cosmology and metaphysics, in which human identity is rooted in a premortal
world as eternal as God. Mormons view mortal life as an enlightening ascent rather than a catastrophic fall,
and reject traditional Christian concepts of human depravity and destiny. Popular fascination with
Mormonism's social innovations, such as polygamy and communalism, and its supernatural and esoteric
elements?angels, gold plates, seer stones, a New World Garden of Eden, and sacred undergarments?have
long overshadowed the fact that it is the most enduring and even thriving product of the 19th century's
religious upheavals and innovations.

Wrestling the Angel traces the essential contours of Mormon thought from the time of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young to the contemporary LDS church, illuminating both the seminal influence of the founding
generation of Mormon thinkers and the significant developments in the church over almost 200 years. The
most comprehensive account of the development of Mormon thought ever written, Wrestling the Angel will
be essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the Mormon faith.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon
Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity.

Bobby Tremblay:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon
Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity as your daily resource information.

Alex Jose:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of
Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Terrance Oneal:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought:
Cosmos, God, Humanity or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how
the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought:
Cosmos, God, Humanity to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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