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In his probing study of the role of death ritesin the making of Islamic society, Leor Halevi imaginatively
plays prescriptive texts against material culture and advances new ways of interpreting highly contested
sources. His original research reveals that religious scholars of the early 1slamic period produced codes of
funerary law not only to define the handling of a Muslim corpse but also to transform everyday urban
practices. Relying on oral traditions, these scholars established new social patternsin the cities of Arabia,
Mesopotamia, and the eastern Mediterranean. They distinguished Islamic rites from Christian, Jewish, and
Zoroastrian rites and changed the way men and women interacted publicly and privately.

In each chapter Halevi explores a different layer of human interaction, following the movement of the corpse
from the deathbed to the grave. In the process he analyzes the real and imaginary relationships between
hushands and wives, prayer leaders and mourners, and even dreamers and the dead. He describes how
Muslims wailed for the deceased, prepared corpses for burial, marched in funerary processions, and prayed
for the dead, highlighting the specific economic and political factorsinvolved in these rituals as well as key
religious and sexual divisions.

Offering a unique perspective on the making of Islamic social and religious ideals during this early period,
Halevi forges afascinating link between the development of funerary rites and the efforts of an emerging
religion to carve out its own, distinct identity. Muhammad's Grave is a groundbreaking history of the rise of
Islam and the roots of contemporary Muslim attitudes toward the body and society.
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From reader reviews:
Carolyn Hoffman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do that. It
said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it isright. Because start from on kindergarten
until university need that Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society to read.

Gertrude Call:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the
Making of Islamic Society reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of Islamic Society as good book not only by the cover but
also from the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you till
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Anthony Tipton:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Muhammad's Grave: Death
Rites and the Making of Islamic Society is simpleto create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Don Morris:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Muhammad's Grave: Death Rites and the Making of 1slamic Society when you
necessary it?
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