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From the sex-free paradise of the Shakers to the worker's paradise of Marx, utopian ideas seem to have two
things in common--they all are wonderfully plausible at the start and they all end up as disasters. In Visions
of Utopia, three leading cultural critics--Edward Rothstein, Martin Marty, and Herbert Muschamp--look at
the history of utopian thinking, exploring why they fail and why they are still worth pursuing.

Rothstein contends that every utopiais really a dystopia-- one that overlooks the nature of humanity and the
impossibilities of paradise. He traces theideal in politics and technology and suggests that only in art--and
especially in music--does the desire for utopia find satisfaction. Marty examines several models of utopia--
from Thomas More's to a 1960s experimental city that he helped to plan--to show that, even though utopias
can never be realized, we should not be too quick to condemn them. They can express dimensions of the
human spirit that might otherwise be stifled and can plant ideas that may germinate in more realistic and
practical soil. Muschamp looks at Utopianism as exemplified in two different ways: the Buddhist tradition
and the work of visionary Viennese architect Adolph Loos.

Utopian thinking embodies humanity's noblest impulses, yet it can lead to horrors such as Nazi Germany and
the Soviet Regime. In Visions of Utopia, these leading thinkers offer an intriguing look at the paradoxes of
paradise.
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From reader reviews:
Lanita Hill:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Visions of Utopia (New Y ork Public Library
Lecturesin Humanities) as the daily resource information.

Charles Stephens:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Visions of Utopia (New Y ork Public Library Lecturesin
Humanities) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestionsto pick up this book.

James Lightle:

ThisVisions of Utopia (New York Public Library Lecturesin Humanities) is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information asit relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Visions of Utopia
(New York Public Library Lecturesin Humanities) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
publication especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't missthis! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Rosemary Till:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Visions of Utopia (New Y ork Public
Library Lecturesin Humanities) can give you alot of friends because by you taking alook at this one book
you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of astep for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have
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