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Explores the rise of the idea of nothing in Western modernity and how its figuration is transforming and
offering new possibilities.

In this groundbreaking, interdisciplinary history of ideas, Andrew W. Hass explores the ascendency of the
concept of nothing into late modernity. He argues that the rise of the reality of nothing in religion,
philosophy, and literature has taken place only against the decline of the concept of One: a shift from a
sovereign understanding of the One (unity, universality) toward the “figure of the O”—a cipher figure that,
as nonentity, is nevertheless determinant of other realities. The figuring of this O culminates in a
proliferation of literary expressions of nothingness, void, and absence from 1940 to 1960, but by century’s
end, this movement has shifted from linear progression to mutation, whereby religion, theology, philosophy,
literature, and other critical modes of thought, such as feminism, merge into a shared, circular activity. The
writer W. H. Auden lends his name to this O, his long poetic work The Sea and the Mirror an exemplary
manifestation of its implications. Hass examines this work, along with that of a host of writers, philosophers,
and theologians, to trace the revolutionary hermeneutics and creative space of the O, and to provide the
reasoning of why nothing is now such a powerful force in the imagination of the twenty-first century, and of
how it might move us through and beyond our turbulent times.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Lin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Auden's O: The Loss of One's
Sovereignty in the Making of Nothing as the daily resource information.

Elizabeth Brown:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Auden's O: The Loss of One's Sovereignty in the Making of Nothing.

Mary Barnett:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Auden's O: The Loss of One's
Sovereignty in the Making of Nothing, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Carol Ratliff:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Auden's O: The Loss of One's
Sovereignty in the Making of Nothing.
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