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In The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction, Muhsin J. al-Musawi offers a
groundbreaking study of literary heritage in the medieval and premodern Islamic period. Al-Musawi
challenges the paradigm that considers the period from the fall of Baghdad in 1258 to the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire in 1919 as an "Age of Decay" followed by an "Awakening" (al-nahdah). His sweeping
synthesis debunks this view by carefully documenting a "republic of letters" in the Islamic Near East and
South Asia that was vibrant and dynamic, one varying considerably from the generally accepted image of a
centuries-long period of intellectual and literary stagnation.

Al-Musawi argues that the massive cultural production of the period was not a random enterprise: instead, it
arose due to an emerging and growing body of readers across Islamic lands who needed compendiums,
lexicons, and commentaries to engage with scholars and writers. Scholars, too, developed their own
networks to respond to each other and to their readers. Rather than addressing only the elite, this culture
industry supported a common readership that enlarged the creative space and audience for prose and poetry
in standard and colloquial Arabic. Works by craftsmen, artisans, and women appeared side by side with
those by distinguished scholars and poets.

Through careful exploration of these networks, The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters makes use of
relevant theoretical frameworks to situate this culture in the ongoing discussion of non-Islamic and European
efforts. Thorough, theoretically rigorous, and nuanced, al-Musawi's book is an original contribution to a
range of fields in Arabic and Islamic cultural history of the twelfth to eighteenth centuries.

"Muhsin al-Musawi's work systematizes a huge body of primary literary texts and current scholarship under
a compelling and original thesis. The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters will be the starting point for a
new generation of scholarship on this six-hundred-year 'republic of letters' that stretched from India to North
Africa." —Suzanne P. Stetkevych, Sultan Qaboos bin Said Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies,
Georgetown University
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

The knowledge that you get from The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge
Construction is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Medieval Islamic
Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction
instantly.

Frank Wimmer:

The particular book The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Medieval Islamic
Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Elizabeth Webster:

The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The
Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic Knowledge Construction however doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Kerry Giles:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic
Knowledge Construction or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The Medieval Islamic Republic of Letters: Arabic
Knowledge Construction to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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