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Today at least twenty-five major U.S. cities have pursued some form of sustainability initiative. Although
many case studies and "how-to" manuals have been published, there has been little systematic comparison of
these cities' programs and initiatives. In this book Kent Portney lays the theoretical groundwork for research
on what works and what does not, and why.Distinguishing cities on the basis of population characteristics
and region for his analysis, Portney shows how cities use the broad rubric of sustainability to achieve
particular political ends. Cities that take sustainability seriously, such as Portland, San Francisco, and Seattle,
use broad definitions that go well beyond concern for the physical environment or creating jobs. They pursue
sustainability at many levels and integrate concern for economic development, the environment, and quality
of life across all activities of city government. Cities that take sustainability less seriously, such as Cleveland,
Boston, and Orlando, confine it to such issues as solid waste disposal, brownfields, redevelopment, and
neighborhood beautification. Still other cities, such as New Haven, Brownsville, and Milwaukee, do
considerably less to work toward sustainability.Portney begins by reviewing the conceptual underpinnings of
sustainable development and sustainable communities. The comparisons that follow provide a foundation for
assessing the range of what is possible and desirable for sustainability initiatives. In the book's conclusion,
Portney assesses the extent to which cities can use the pursuit of sustainability either to foster change in
public values or merely to reinforce values that are already reflected in systems of governance.
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From reader reviews:

Tommie Matthews:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously:
Economic Development, the Environment, and Quality of Life in American Cities (American and
Comparative Environmental Policy) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since
this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jon Gonzalez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously: Economic Development, the Environment, and
Quality of Life in American Cities (American and Comparative Environmental Policy) will give you new
experience in looking at a book.

Phyllis Wilder:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously: Economic
Development, the Environment, and Quality of Life in American Cities (American and Comparative
Environmental Policy) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously: Economic Development, the Environment,
and Quality of Life in American Cities (American and Comparative Environmental Policy) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Christine Cote:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously:
Economic Development, the Environment, and Quality of Life in American Cities (American and



Comparative Environmental Policy) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously: Economic Development,
the Environment, and Quality of Life in American Cities (American and Comparative Environmental Policy)
can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
the time.
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