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In 1980, the iconoclastic economist Julian Simon challenged celebrity biologist Paul Ehrlich to a bet. Their
wager on the future prices of five metals captured the public’s imagination as a test of coming prosperity or
doom. Ehrlich, author of the landmark book The Population Bomb, predicted that rising populations would
cause overconsumption, resource scarcity, and famine—with apocalyptic consequences for humanity. Simon
optimistically countered that human welfare would flourish thanks to flexible markets, technological change,
and our collective ingenuity.
 
Simon and Ehrlich’s debate reflected a deepening national conflict over the future of the planet. The Bet
weaves the two men’s lives and ideas together with the era’s partisan political clashes over the environment
and the role of government. In a lively narrative leading from the dawning environmentalism of the 1960s
through the pivotal presidential contest between Jimmy Carter and Ronald Reagan and on into the 1990s,
Paul Sabin shows how the fight between Ehrlich and Simon—between environmental fears and free-market
confidence—helped create the gulf separating environmentalists and their critics today. Drawing insights
from both sides, Sabin argues for using social values, rather than economic or biological absolutes, to guide
society’s crucial choices relating to climate change, the planet’s health, and our own.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Shuler:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Bet: Paul Ehrlich, Julian
Simon, and Our Gamble over Earth’s Future that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person.
So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Bet: Paul Ehrlich, Julian
Simon, and Our Gamble over Earth’s Future become your starter.

Joseph Lewis:

The book untitled The Bet: Paul Ehrlich, Julian Simon, and Our Gamble over Earth’s Future contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author.
The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
learn.

Dorothy Vinson:

You may get this The Bet: Paul Ehrlich, Julian Simon, and Our Gamble over Earth’s Future by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Helen Christopher:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Bet: Paul Ehrlich, Julian Simon,
and Our Gamble over Earth’s Future to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the e-book The Bet: Paul Ehrlich, Julian Simon, and Our Gamble over
Earth’s Future can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing



of this time.
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