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“Let’s go!” With that, the boyish, grinning Yuri Gagarin launched into space on April 12, 1961, becoming
the first human being to exit Earth’s orbit. The twenty-seven-year-old lieutenant colonel departed for the
stars from within the shadowy world of the Soviet military-industrial complex. Barbed wires, no-entry
placards, armed guards, false identities, mendacious maps, and a myriad of secret signs had hidden Gagarin
from prying outsiders—not even his friends or family knew what he had been up to. Coming less than four
years after the Russians launched Sputnik into orbit, Gagarin’s voyage was cause for another round of
capitalist shock and Soviet rejoicing. 

The Cosmonaut Who Couldn’t Stop Smiling relates this twentieth-century icon’s remarkable life while
exploring the fascinating world of Soviet culture. Gagarin’s flight brought him massive international
fame—in the early 1960s, he was possibly the most photographed person in the world, flashing his
trademark smile while rubbing elbows with the varied likes of Nehru, Castro, Queen Elizabeth II, and Italian
sex symbol Gina Lollobrigida. Outside of the spotlight, Andrew L. Jenks reveals, his tragic and mysterious
death in a jet crash became fodder for morality tales and conspiracy theories in his home country, and, long
after his demise, his life continues to provide grist for the Russian popular-culture mill. 

This is the story of a legend, both the official one and the one of myth, which reflected the fantasies,
perversions, hopes and dreams of Gagarin’s fellow Russians. With this rich, lively chronicle of Gagarin’s life
and times, Jenks recreates the elaborately secretive world of space-age Russia while providing insights into
Soviet history that will captivate a range of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Cosmonaut Who Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mark Hart:

The book The Cosmonaut Who Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book The Cosmonaut Who Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Cosmonaut Who
Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Ma:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Cosmonaut Who
Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin suitable to you? The actual book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Cosmonaut Who Couldn't Stop Smiling: The
Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarinis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Devin Glass:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By book The Cosmonaut Who Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin we
can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life at this book The Cosmonaut Who Couldn't Stop Smiling: The Life and Legend of Yuri Gagarin.
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