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The Salem witch trials, and the many narratives based on them, both contemporaneous and subsequent
discussions, have had a powerful influence on the American national psyche, informing the nation's political
debates and propelling its fears. Perhaps one of the major reasons for the importance of the trials is how they
conceive of and present a narrative of danger. The horror grows in and seems to threaten not just the body
politic, but, perhaps more importantly, the domestic sanctuary. The home and hearth become a contested
ground where good and evil fight for the souls of the inhabitants, or an infection that threatens to spread to
other homes and, eventually, the entire community. The fear of witchcraft or demonic possession reveals not
just a religious mania, but also a level of misogyny. Much has been made of the connections between
witchcraft accusations and midwifery, homeopathy, and other, usually female, pursuits. The link between
midwifery and witchcraft is especially interesting here, however, as it suggests an anxiety linked to notions
of creation and procreation. This book proposes a link between the fears of usurped procreation elicited by
the trials and fears of misdirected or usurped creativity. In many Gothic stories, the authors imagine their
literary creations as children who have been transformed by malignant forces, much as the Puritans of 1692
feared that the devil was transforming their actual children. The home in the Gothic story becomes a warped
version of the sacred domestic space of sentimental literature, and it transforms from refuge to place of
terror. The authors examined here include Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, Rose Terry Cooke,
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Shirley Jackson, Stephen King, and Ira Levin.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American
Literature.

James Wendler:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Haunted Muse: Gothic and
Sentiment in American Literature will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or acceptable book with you?

Donna Bledsoe:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American Literature.

Steven Murray:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This publication The Haunted Muse: Gothic and Sentiment in American
Literature was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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