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In Housing the New Russia, Jane R. Zavisca examines Russia's attempts to transition from a socialist vision
of housing, in which the government promised a separate, state-owned apartment for every family, to a
market-based and mortgage-dependent model of home ownership. In 1992, the post-Soviet Russian
government signed an agreement with the United States to create the Russian housing market. The vision of
an American-style market guided housing policy over the next two decades. Privatization gave socialist
housing to existing occupants, creating a nation of homeowners overnight. New financial institutions,
modeled on the American mortgage system, laid the foundation for a market. Next the state tried to stimulate
mortgages?and reverse the declining birth rate, another major concern?by subsidizing loans for young
families.

Imported housing institutions, however, failed to resonate with local conceptions of ownership, property, and
rights. Most Russians reject mortgages, which they call "debt bondage," as an unjust "overpayment" for a
good they consider to be a basic right. Instead of stimulating homeownership, privatization, combined with
high prices and limited credit, created a system of “property without markets.” Frustrated aspirations and
unjustified inequality led most Russians to call for a government-controlled housing market. Under the
Soviet system, residents retained lifelong tenancy rights, perceiving the apartments they inhabited as their
own. In the wake of privatization, young Russians can no longer count on the state to provide their house,
nor can they afford to buy a home with wages, forcing many to live with extended family well into
adulthood. Zavisca shows that the contradictions of housing policy are a significant factor in Russia's falling
birth rates and the apparent failure of its pronatalist policies. These consequences further stack the deck
against the likelihood that an affordable housing market will take off in the near future.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

The guide untitled Housing the New Russia is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Housing the New Russia from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Jasmine Myers:

The guide with title Housing the New Russia has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Ernest Ainsworth:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Housing the New Russia that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick Housing the New Russia become your own starter.

Randy Gable:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Housing the New Russia can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Housing the New Russia.
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