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In 1857 the French poet Charles Baudelaire, who was fascinated by lesbianism, created a scandal with Les
Fleurs du Mal [The Flowers of Evil]. This collection was originally entitled "The Lesbians" and described
women as "femmes damnées," with "disordered souls" suffering in a hypocritical world. Then twenty years
later, lesbians in Paris dared to flaunt themselves in that extraordinarily creative period at the turn of the 19th
and 20th centuries which became known as the Belle Époque.

Lesbian Decadence, now available in English for the first time, provides a new analysis and synthesis of the
depiction of lesbianism as a social phenomenon and a symptom of social malaise as well as a fantasy in that
most vibrant place and period in history. In this newly translated work, praised by leading critics as
"authoritative," "stunning," and "a marvel of elegance and erudition," Nicole G. Albert analyzes and
synthesizes an engagingly rich sweep of historical representations of the lesbian mystique in art and
literature. Albert contrasts these visions to moralists' abrupt condemnations of "the lesbian vice," as well as
the newly emerging psychiatric establishment's medical fury and their obsession on cataloging and
classifying symptoms of "inversion" or "perversion" in order to cure these "unbalanced creatures of love."

Lesbian Decadence combines literary, artistic, and historical analysis of sources from the mainstream to the
rare, from scholarly studies to popular culture. The English translation provides a core reference/text for
those interested in the Decadent movement, in literary history, in French history and social history. It is well
suited for courses in gender studies, women's studies, LGBT history, and lesbianism in literature, history,
and art.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jones:

This book untitled Lesbian Decadence: Representations in Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from
your list.

Ralph Ainsworth:

The book with title Lesbian Decadence: Representations in Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France
posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Joseph Boyd:

Lesbian Decadence: Representations in Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Lesbian
Decadence: Representations in Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it.
This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Melody Herrera:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Lesbian Decadence: Representations in Art and Literature of Fin-de-
Siècle France why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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