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The lore of the immigrant who comes to the United States to take advantage of our welfare system has a long
history in America’s collective mythology, but it has little basis in fact. The so-called problem of immigrants
on the dole was nonetheless a major concern of the 1996 welfare reform law, the impact of which is still
playing out today. While legal immigrants continue to pay taxes and are eligible for the draft, welfare reform
has severely limited their access to government supports in times of crisis. Edited by Michael Fix,
Immigrants and Welfare rigorously assesses the welfare reform law, questions whether its immigrant
provisions were ever really necessary, and examines its impact on legal immigrants’ ability to integrate into
American society.

Immigrants and Welfare draws on fields from demography and law to developmental psychology. The first
part of the volume probes the politics behind the welfare reform law, its legal underpinnings, and what it
may mean for integration policy. Contributor Ron Haskins makes a case for welfare reform’s ultimate
success but cautions that excluding noncitizen children (future workers) from benefits today will inevitably
have serious repercussions for the American economy down the road. Michael Wishnie describes the
implications of the law for equal protection of immigrants under the U.S. Constitution.

The second part of the book focuses on empirical research regarding immigrants’ propensity to use benefits
before the law passed, and immigrants’ use and hardship levels afterwards. Jennifer Van Hook and Frank
Bean analyze immigrants’ benefit use before the law was passed in order to address the contested
sociological theories that immigrants are inclined to welfare use and that it slows their assimilation. Randy
Capps, Michael Fix, and Everett Henderson track trends before and after welfare reform in legal immigrants’
use of the major federal benefit programs affected by the law. Leighton Ku looks specifically at trends in
food stamps and Medicaid use among noncitizen children and adults and documents the declining health
insurance coverage of noncitizen parents and children. Finally, Ariel Kalil and Danielle Crosby use
longitudinal data from Chicago to examine the health of children in immigrant families that left welfare.

Even though few states took the federal government’s invitation with the 1996 welfare reform law to
completely freeze legal immigrants out of the social safety net, many of the law’s most far-reaching
provisions remain in place and have significant implications for immigrants. Immigrants and Welfare takes a
balanced look at the politics and history of immigrant access to safety-net supports and the ongoing impacts
of welfare.

Copublished with the Migration Policy Institute
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Roman:

Here thing why this specific Immigrants and Welfare: The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's
Newcomers are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless
it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Immigrants and Welfare:
The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Immigrants and
Welfare: The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Immigrants and Welfare:
The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers in e-book can be your alternative.

Michael Albin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Immigrants and Welfare: The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers, you may
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a publication.

James Peterson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
With the book Immigrants and Welfare: The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to
read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
at this book Immigrants and Welfare: The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers. You can
more inviting than now.

Jerry Sonnier:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within this



modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Immigrants and Welfare: The Impact of Welfare Reform on America's Newcomers when
you needed it?
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