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The eighteenth-century Enlightenment saw the birth of the concept of modernity - of an era which sought
legitimacy not from the past but from the future. No longer would human beings invoke the authority of
tradition; instead, the societies emerging in the West would justify themselves by their success, through the
application of scientific knowledge, in increasing control of the world. Ever since this idea of modernity was
formulated, it has provoked immense debate. In exploring this debate, Alex Callinicos provides a wide-
ranging historical and introduction to social theory which traces its connections with central themes in
modern philosophy, with the development of political economy, and with the impact of evolutionary biology
on social thought. The theorists treated include Montesquieu, Adam Smith and the Scottish Enlightenment,
Hegel, Marx, Tocqueville, Maistre, Gobineau, Darwin, Spencer, Kautsky, Nietzsche, Durkheim, Weber,
Simmel, Freud, Luk, Gramsci, Heidegger, Keynes, Hayek, Parsons, the Frankfurt School, L, Althusser,
Foucault, Habermas and Bourdieu. A concluding chapter considers the contemporary condition of social
theory including the analysis of "late modernity" by Ulrich Beck and Anthony Giddens. Alex Callinicos's
volume provides a remarkably comprehensive and lucid account of social theory. It will be essential reading
for students of politics, sociology and social and political thought.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Hayes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Social Theory: A Historical Introduction. Try to make the book Social
Theory: A Historical Introduction as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Luther Ritenour:

This Social Theory: A Historical Introduction is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Social Theory: A Historical Introduction
can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Pandora Rice:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Social Theory: A Historical Introduction. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review
this reserve you can get many advantages.

Alice Ressler:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Social Theory: A Historical Introduction when you desired it?
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