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This is the first environmental history of Russia's steppes. From the early-eighteenth century, settlers moved
to the semi-arid but fertile grasslands from wetter, forested regions in central and northern Russia and
Ukraine, and from central Europe. By the late-nineteenth century, they had turned the steppes into the bread
basket of the Russian Empire and parts of Europe. But there was another side to this story. The steppe region
was hit by recurring droughts, winds from the east whipped up dust storms, the fertile black earth suffered
severe erosion, crops failed, and in the worst years there was famine.

David Moon analyses how naturalists and scientists came to understand the steppe environment, including
the origins of the fertile black earth. He also analyses how scientists tried to understand environmental
change, including climate change. Farmers, and the scientists who advised them, tried different ways to deal
with the recurring droughts: planting trees, irrigation, and cultivating the soil. More sustainable, however,
were techniques of cultivation to retain scarce moisture in the soil. Among the pioneers were Mennonite
settlers. Such approaches aimed to work with the environment, rather than trying to change it by planting
trees or supplying more water artificially.

The story is similar to the Dust Bowl on the Great Plains of the USA, which share a similar environment and
environmental history. David Moon places the story of the steppes in the wider context of the environmental
history of European colonialism around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Plough that Broke the Steppes:
Agriculture and Environment on Russia's Grasslands, 1700-1914 (Oxford Studies in Medieval European
History). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

David Hedges:

This book untitled The Plough that Broke the Steppes: Agriculture and Environment on Russia's Grasslands,
1700-1914 (Oxford Studies in Medieval European History) to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Paul Howell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Plough that Broke the
Steppes: Agriculture and Environment on Russia's Grasslands, 1700-1914 (Oxford Studies in Medieval
European History) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Plough that Broke the Steppes: Agriculture and Environment on Russia's
Grasslands, 1700-1914 (Oxford Studies in Medieval European History) become your personal starter.

Ramon Jeter:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Plough that Broke the Steppes: Agriculture
and Environment on Russia's Grasslands, 1700-1914 (Oxford Studies in Medieval European History) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Plough that Broke the
Steppes: Agriculture and Environment on Russia's Grasslands, 1700-1914 (Oxford Studies in Medieval
European History) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best



book for you and try to like reading that.
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