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Corn isamong the most familiar of grains; it is also one of the most mysterious. In this handsomely
illustrated new book, Paul Mangelsdorf, perhaps the world's foremost expert on the corn plant, summarizes
the work of alifetime devoted to unraveling the enigma of corn.

This unique grain--it has no close counterpart el sewhere in the plant kingdom--exists only in association with
man, and it survives only as aresult of hisintervention. Thus, the story of corn isin many ways a story about
people. Combining the skills of scientist and storyteller, Professor Mangelsdorf in his search for the origin of
corn takes the reader to archaeological digsin once-inhabited cavesin Mexico and the United States
Southwest, to the discovery of fossil pollen in drill cores taken deep below Mexico City, and to experimental
fields where the great diversity of cornisrevealed and where the plant is hybridized with its relatives
teosinte and Tripsacum.

Drawing upon the evidence from botany, genetics, cytology, archaeology, and history, the author seeks to
evaluate various hypotheses on the origin of corn. He concludes that the ancestor of cultivated corn was a
wild form of pod corn; that corn may have been domesticated more than once in both Mexico and South
Americafrom different geographical races of wild corn; and that hybridizations between corn and its various
relatives have resulted in explosive evolution leading to a diversity of varieties and forms unmatched in any
other crop plant.

Thisisabook about corn, but it is abook for biologists, agronomists, anthropologists, and historians, and for
the interested layman who would like to know something about the grain which, "transformed, as three
fourths of it is, into meat, milk, eggs, and other animal products, is our basic food plant, as it was of the
people who preceded usin this hemisphere.”
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From reader reviews:
Lily Sawyers:

The book Corn: Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement (Belknap Press) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Corn: Its
Origin, Evolution and Improvement (Belknap Press) for being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou may
know everything if you like open up and read areserve Corn: Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement
(Belknap Press). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this book?

Patsy Kuster:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the ideafor al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Corn: Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement
(Belknap Press). All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Ricardo Donaldson:

The experience that you get from Corn: Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement (Belknap Press) could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Corn: Its Origin, Evolution and |mprovement
(Belknap Press) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Corn:
Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement (Belknap Press) instantly.

Solange Smith:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Corn: Its Origin, Evolution and Improvement
(Belknap Press) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Corn: Its
Origin, Evolution and Improvement (Belknap Press) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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