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Explorer, scientist, writer, and humanist, Alexander von Humboldt was the most famous intellectual of the
age that began with Napoleon and ended with Darwin. With Cosmos, the book that crowned his career,
Humboldt offered to the world his vision of humans and nature as integrated halves of a single whole. In it,
Humboldt espoused the idea that, while the universe of nature exists apart from human purpose, its beauty
and order, the very idea of the whole it composes, are human achievements: cosmos comes into being in the
dance of world and mind, subject and object, science and poetry.

Humboldt’s science laid the foundations for ecology and inspired the theories of his most important scientific
disciple, Charles Darwin. In the United States, his ideas shaped the work of Emerson, Thoreau, Poe, and
Whitman. They helped spark the American environmental movement through followers like John Muir and
George Perkins Marsh. And they even bolstered efforts to free the slaves and honor the rights of Indians.

Laura Dassow Walls here traces Humboldt’s ideas for Cosmos to his 1799 journey to the Americas, where he
first experienced the diversity of nature and of the world’s peoples—and envisioned a new cosmopolitanism
that would link ideas, disciplines, and nations into a global web of knowledge and cultures. In reclaiming
Humboldt’s transcultural and transdisciplinary project, Walls situates America in a lively and contested field
of ideas, actions, and interests, and reaches beyond to a new worldview that integrates the natural and social
sciences, the arts, and the humanities.

To the end of his life, Humboldt called himself “half an American,” but ironically his legacy has largely
faded in the United States. The Passage to Cosmos will reintroduce this seminal thinker to a new audience
and return America to its rightful place in the story of his life, work, and enduring legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

The guide untitled The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America is the
reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and
the Shaping of America from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Beverly Ingram:

The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America yet doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Nancy Deanda:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von
Humboldt and the Shaping of America e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Shaping of America as good book not
merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book
by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Eunice Huynh:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top listing in your reading list is The Passage to Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt
and the Shaping of America. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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