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Denounced as parasitical under Chairman Mao and devalued by the norms of traditional Chinese ethics, the
city now functions as a site of individual and collective identity in China. Cities envelop the countryside, not
only geographically and demographically but also in terms of cultural impact. Robin Visser illuminates the
cultural dynamics of three decades of radical urban development in China. Interpreting fiction, cinema,
visual art, architecture, and urban design, she analyzes how the aesthetics of the urban environment have
shaped the emotions and behavior of people and cultures, and how individual and collective images of and
practices in the city have produced urban aesthetics. By relating the built environment to culture, Visser
situates postsocialist Chinese urban aesthetics within local and global economic and intellectual trends.

In the 1980s, writers, filmmakers, and artists began to probe the contradictions in China’s urbanization
policies and rhetoric. Powerful neorealist fiction, cinema, documentaries, paintings, photographs,
performances, and installations contrasted forms of glittering urban renewal with the government’s
inattention to a livable urban infrastructure. Narratives and images depicting the melancholy urban subject
came to illustrate ethical quandaries raised by urban life. Visser relates her analysis of this art to major
transformations in urban planning under global neoliberalism, to the development of cultural studies in the
Chinese academy, and to ways that specific cities, particularly Beijing and Shanghai, figure in the cultural
imagination. Despite the environmental and cultural destruction caused by China’s neoliberal policies, Visser
argues for the emergence of a new urban self-awareness, one that offers creative resolutions for the dilemmas
of urbanism through new forms of intellectual engagement in society and nascent forms of civic governance.
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From reader reviews:

James Oliver:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in Postsocialist
China. Try to make the book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in Postsocialist China as
your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Louise Villanueva:

The book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in Postsocialist China can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in Postsocialist China? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in
Postsocialist China has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Beverly Barber:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics
in Postsocialist China ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban
Aesthetics in Postsocialist China is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship
together with the book Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in Postsocialist China. You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Betty Bowers:

Exactly why? Because this Cities Surround The Countryside: Urban Aesthetics in Postsocialist China is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to



regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.
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