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“I wrote and illustrated this book to help every inquisitive birder, from novice to expert. Whether you can
identify six birds or six hundred, you’ll be a better birder if you have a grounding in the real nuts and bolts of
what birds look like, and your skills will be even sharper if you know exactly what to look for and how to
record what you see.” —David Allen Sibley

The Sibley Guide to Birds and The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior are both universally acclaimed as
the new standard source of species information. And now David Sibley, America’s premier birder and best-
known bird artist, takes a new direction; in Sibley’s Birding Basics he is concerned not so much with species
as with the general characteristics that influence the appearance of all birds and thus give us the clues to their
identity.
To create this guide, David Sibley thought through all the skills that enable him to identify a bird in the few
instants it is visible to him. Now he shares that information, integrating an explanation of the identification
process with many painted and drawn images of details (such as a feather) or concepts.

Birding Basics begins by reviewing how one can get started as a birder: the equipment necessary, where and
when to go birding, and perhaps most important, the essential things to look for when birds appear in the
field. Using many illustrations, David Sibley reviews all the basic concepts of bird identification and then
describes the variations (of shape, size, and color) that can change the appearance of a bird over time or in
different settings. And he issues a warning about “illusions and other pitfalls”—and advice on avoiding
them.

The second part of the book, also plentifully illustrated, deals with another set of clues, the major aspects of
avian life that differ from species to species: feathers (color, arrangement, shape, molt), behavior and habitat,
and sounds.

This scientifically precise, beautifully illustrated volume distills the essence of David Sibley’s own
experience and skills, providing a solid introduction to “naming” the birds. With Sibley as your guide, when
you learn how to interpret what the feathers, the anatomical structure, the sounds of a bird tell you—when
you know the clues that show you why there’s no such thing as “just a duck”—birding will be more fun, and
more meaningful. An essential addition to the Sibley shelf!
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Sibley's
Birding Basics suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Sibley's Birding Basicsis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever
know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jimmy Robertson:

The book untitled Sibley's Birding Basics is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of Sibley's Birding Basics from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Owen Bourne:

The reserve with title Sibley's Birding Basics has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Anthony Lainez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Sibley's Birding Basics.
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